
The Trellis Green Lawsuit: A Decade Later 
 
 
It has been about 12 years since then-assistant professor of economics Trellis G. Green filed suit 
against the University of Southern Mississippi and the Mississippi IHL, and a decade since that suit 
was settled.  Given the current state of affairs in USM’s College of Business, it seems fitting that 
USMPRIDE.COM presents a series on the Green lawsuit.  This is part 8 in that series. 
 
A Call for Vitae 
 
Part 6 in this series concluded with an interesting request filed by Green’s attorney, Kim Chaze, in 
January of 1997.  That request, inserted at the end of this issue, called for the defendants’ 
production of a number of CBA faculty vitae.  Green’s case was apparently built on a “lowest 
common denominator theory” of tenure and promotion, wherein one’s record simply has to be 
greater than only the weakest record to have received the award (tenure, promotion) that one is 
seeking.  Green wanted to show that his own record exceeded that of some of the people listed in 
his request for vitae. 
 
The Farhang Niroomand Denominator 
 
At the request of USMPRIDE.COM readers, a recent report was published that presented the 
publication record of CoB Associate Dean Farhang Niroomand over his time (roughly) at USM.  
The headline from that report is pictured below: 
 

 
 
The “Old Rivals” aspect of the Special Report above deals with Niroomand’s rivalry with finance 
professor Tom Lindley.  The USMPRIDE.COM investigators in charge of the Special Report series 
decided to compare Niroomand’s USM record with that of Lindley.  In doing so, they produced a 
table of results, using the construct described below: 
 

 
 



The table produced in that Special Report is useful in this series on Trellis Green’s suit against USM 
officials and the IHL.  That table, and the information preceding it, is shown below: 
 

 

 

 
 
That report offers some interesting observations about both of Niroomand’s promotions – first to 
associate (in 1990) and then to full (in 1996).  Commentary from that report, with subsequent 
corrections, is shown below: 
 

 



 
 
As the Special Report series investigators and USMPRIDE.COM readers concluded, Niroomand’s 
promotions were close calls, at least according the the A- and B-level publications records.  The 
only A-level journal publication on Niroomand’s record at USM appears after his promotion to full 
professor.  Records indicate that Trellis Green had an A-level journal publication before he was 
denied promotion to associate professor (in 1994).  Thus, Niroomand’s record may have been 
beneficial to Green in the lawsuit over the denial of his (Green’s) promotion to associate.  
 
The next issue in this series will examine another of the “denominators” in this case. 
 
 
 



 



 


